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This book
presents
cultural,

social,
economic
and political
perspectives
on Tajikistan
and its
relations,
particularly
with India

he book's launch
coinciding with the
visit of Tajikistan's
ign Minister _Aslov
SirojidinMuhridinovich
and his address to a select
audience a day later at the
India_Council of World
Affairs (ICWA), certainly
helped in focusing on the
importance of strategic
and economic ties between
India and Tajikistan.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's impending tour to
Russia, _Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyztan, Turkmenistan,
TajiKistan and Uzbekistan,
in July adds to the rele-
vance of this book.
Mountainous and land-
locked Tajikistan, with
Afghanistan bordering its
south, China to the east
and adjacent to Pakistan
and the_Gilgit-Baltistan
region, separated by the
narrow Wakhan Corridor;
makes it vulnerable to the
spillover effects of cross-
border terrorism, religious
extremism and drug traf-

ficking,
In 1924, the Tajik
Autonomous Soviet

Socialist Republic was cre-
ated as a part of
Uzbekistan, but in 1929 the
Tajik Soviet = Socialist
Republic (Tajik SSR) was
made a _separate con-
stituent republic. However,
the predominantly ethnic
Tajik cities of Samarkand
and Bukhara remained in
the Uzbek SSR. Most of
Tajikistan's population of
eight million_people is
from the Persian-speaking
Tajik ethnic group, who
share their language, cul-
ture and history with
Afghanistan and Iran.

Soon after its independ-
ence in 1991 Tajikistan was
plunged into a civil war,
which left it completely
devastated. In 1997, an
accord  was _reached
between President
Emomalii Rahmon, who
came to power in 1991 and
reached an accord with the
opposition parties (United
Tajik Opposition) in 1997,
continues to rule till date.

Tajikistan was the poor-
est republic of the former
Soviet Union and still
remains the poorest coun-
try in Central Asia. With
foreign revenue precari-
ously _dependent upon
exports of cotton and alu-
minum, the economy is
highly vulnerable to exter-
nal shocks.

It is against this back-
ground that this book pres-
ents cultural, social, eco-
nomic and political per-
spectives on Tajikistan and
also its relations with
important _neighbouring
nations, particularly India,
Afghanistan, Iran, Russia
and China. The mix of
eminent academics and
specialists-13 from
Tajikistan, four from India
and three’from the West-

0 have contributed to
this volume, makes it spe-
cial.

Dr K. Warikoo, professor
of Central Asian Studies at
School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi, is
Internationally known for
his distinguished service
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to Himalayan, Central
Asian, Eurasian and Silk
Route Studies. He has pub-
lished 19 books, includi

The  Other  Kashmir:
Soci Culture and
Politics in the Karakoram
Himalayas  (IDSA) and
Himalayan Frontiers of
India (UK, US, Canada,

Routledge).
Dr Khojamahmad
Umaroy, — one  of

Tajikistan's leading aca-
demics, has authored 28
books covering social, eco-
nomic and trade aspects of
the region. Acknowledging
this book as a testimony of
unprecedented _India-
Tajikistan academic bond
ing, he lamented that tens
of thousand tons of high
quality grapes, melons and
muskmelons  cannot _be
exported to India owing to
Pakistan being a stum.
bling block.

‘This book emanates from

much that has been done
by the  Himalayan
Research and _Cultural
Foundation (HRCF), head-
ed by Dr Warikoo. HRCF
evolved as a vibrant
national centre and estab-
lished _ credibility ~ and
expertise, the it has been
providing credible alterna-
tive_thought and policy
studies in tune with the
Indian strategic interests
with particular reference
to Kashmir, Himalayan
Frontiers, Pakistan,
Afghanistan,  Central
Asian Republics, Eurasia
etc. Tts views and publica-
tions are being used as
authentic reference
sources by diplomats, aca-
demics, students, journal-
ists, libraries, institutions
and even the UN bodies
both in India and abroad.
In view of increasing num
ber of foreign funded
NGOs and think tanks
actively engaged in propa-
gating anti-India discourse
on Kashmir, human rights,
minorities, migrations,
northern borders, North

East India etc, HCRFs
credibility is relevant.

The panel discussion
during the book launch
merits mention in_this
review as all the panelists,
who had read the book
had much to comment
upon and all of them com-
mended the work put
together.

Welcoming the release of
the book Mirzosharif A
Jalolov, Tajikistan's
‘ambassador to India, sai
it was a very_useful refer-
ence piece for scholars,
political leaders, analysts
etc and _expressed hope
that it would attract more
trade, particularly_from
India. He also mentioned
about stronger
defence/strategic ties with
India

Dr Lokesh Chandra, for-
mer MP and Chairman,
Indian Council of Cultural
Relations (ICCR), who
released the book, spoke
about the strong cultural
affinity between Tajikis-
tan and India. It was a treat
to hear from him about

Mirza Abdul Qadir Bedil
(1642-1720) popularly
known as Bedil Dehlavi, a
poet of the Indian school of
Persian poetry. While eth-
nically an Uzbek (some say
Hazara), whose ancestors
lived in Afghanistan, Bedil
was either born in India or
migrated soon with hi
family and lived all his life,
died and was interred in
Delhi. He is also known to
have been the greatest
inspiration behind Mirza
Ghalib, so much so that
Ghalib's own poetry was
heavily influenced by
Bedil's style. Dr. Chandra
informed that his grave,
opposite the Matka Peer
Dargah on Mathura Road,
at  which President
Rahmon placed tablets
during his India visit in
2006, would_bedeveloped
Turther by ICCR.

Yogendra Kumar, former
Indian Ambassador to
Tajikistan (2000:2003),
spoke about the significant
ethno-cultural ~linkage
between India and
Tajikistan and how during
his_tenure, he organized
some cultural events,
which were well received.

The next day delivering
the 17th _Sapru House
Lecture at ICWA, Mr
Muridinovich _began by
outlining  Tajikistan's
focus on latest priorities of
diplomacy: ~ bilateral/
mulilateral, _economic,
water-cooperation, cultur.
al_and humanitarian and
information.

On IndiaTajikistan
cooperation, he said that
while 59 documents had
been signed since 1992 and
there has been substantial
defence/strategic coopera-
tion, much more needs
to be done on trade/econo-
my. Unfortunately,
here again Pakistan is lit.
erally the obstacle as it
refuses air/land _trans-
portation. Much of what
Tajikistan's foreign
minister spoke about has
been_discussed/analysed
in the book, already highly
recommended by experts
on the Central Asian
region.





